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person did no t vote for it. T his person, under this proposal,
c oul d e n d u p p ay i ng p r op e r t y t a x , e ve n t ho u g h t he y a r e , b y a l l
means o r b y a l l i nd i c a t i on s , r e a l l y n o t a b l e t o d o t h a t . Sh e
menti o ne d sa v i n g mon e y o n t h e h om e s t e a d e x e mp t i o n , a nd I t h i n k
she has an excellent point there, but there are better ways to
d o t h a t . I f i t ' s co s t i ng t h e s t a t e t o o mu c h m o ne y t o s up p o r t
t he homestead exemption program, then yo u inc rease th e house
value s t h a t ar e ex emp t , or yo u lo we r t he i n co m e l ev e l s . I t h i n k
that's a much more appropriate way to do it than with something
l i k e t h i s . The f i n a l t h i ng I wou l d em p h a s i z e i s t ha t we r eq u i r e
cooperation, particularly in the case of schools,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR RAIKES: . . .but certainly in other areas as w e ll. We
require cooperation between state government and local entities.
We f u n d s ch o ol s , K- 12 sch o o l s , b u t we o n l y f u n d t he o p e r a t i o n s .
We expec t b u i l d i ng s t o b e t ak e n c a r e o f by l o ca l s . We l l , I
think by inf erence, we expect local taxpayers to step forward
and pass bond issues to provide for buildings so that we can
operat e s ch o o l . I t i s a co o p e r a t i v e ag r ee m e nt . I d o n ' t t h i n k
we ough t t o g e t i n t h e b u s i n e s s o f p e n a l i z i ng t ax p ay e r s , o r
attempting to , bec ause t hey have agreed to cooperate with the
s tat e e f f o r t , f o r e x am p l e , on K - 12 e du ca t i o n . I a l so wo u l d
reemphasize, I don't think it's wise for us to create a class of
vi c t i m s , l ow- i n c o me p e o p l e w h o may or ma y n o t h av e su p po r t e d t h e
issue, who then become payers of additional property tax because
o f i t . So f o r t ho se r e a s on s , I ' l l su p p o r t t h e co mm i t t e e
amendment , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR RAIKES: . . .b u t I o pp o s e t he b i l l . Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS : We l l , t h i s i s a ct u a l l y g e t t i n g t o b e a ve r y
in t e r e s t i ng co n v e r sa t i o n , a n d i t de s e r v e s o u r a t t e n t i on . Th e
c ommit t e e a m endment i s a g o od i d e a b e c au s e i t t u r n s sh o t g u n
l anguage i n t o r i f l e l a ng ua g e , a nd g e t s t o t he i s su e t h a t I t h i n k
moti v a t e d f i r s t Se n a t o r Coo r d se n , a n d Se n a t o r Re d f i e l d . So I
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